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Title of Project: Road Trippin’ Through the 50 States of America!
Subject(s): This is a cross-curricular thematic unit for the purpose of exploring the United States.  As students learn about their assigned state they will also practice their skills in communication, math, social studies, research and technology.  

Grade Level(s): 2nd grade Gifted Resource
Abstract:
In the beginning of this unit, students are briefly exposed to the fifty states of America.  Their families are asked to send in pictures from all of the places that they have travelled in the US, since we are going to be taking a road trip through the fifty states.  These pictures are placed on the bulletin board near the map of the USA.  Students will create two culminating projects for this unit.  At the end of the unit we will offer a live mini-museum for classes to come and visit.  The projects consist of a state mini-museum with a vacation webpage.  Students will use Wordpress to create a kid-friendly webpage.  These vacation webpages will contain state historical facts, tourist attractions, historical or famous individuals, time zones, and pictures depicting their state.  Students can use their research portfolios to assist them with their webpages.  Before students begin working on their webpages I will give them a tutorial on how Wordpress works and they will obtain their login information.  Once students begin designing their webpage I am usually just a guide when necessary.
Learner Description/Context:
Marietta City Schools is a charter school system with a hometown feel.  We have seven elementary schools, one STEM magnet school for grades 3-5, one Sixth Grade Academy, one middle school, and one high school.  A. L. Burruss Elem is a small Title I school consisting of approx. 482 students in grades K-5.  Marietta City Schools offers a choice program for all of our students.  This allows students to enroll in the elementary school of their choice, if allotments allow.  Each elementary is considered a Choice Academy that focuses on different themes.  In my school our focus is communication, but this will be changing since we are in our second year of IB candidacy.  Over 90% of our certified staff is gifted endorsed.  Last year our gifted enrollment was 105 students.  There are two full time gifted teachers who provide resource, cluster, collaborative, and advanced content classes.  Our gifted students are served one day out of the week for five segments.  Our student population is made up of 42% African American, 38% White, 13% Hispanic, 3% Asian, and 4% multi-racial.  
Time Frame:  I have more flexibility with time constraints since this unit takes place during the student’s resource classes.  Our gifted students have resource services one day a week for 6 segments.  This culminating project is designed to take 3 days to complete.  

Standards Assessed:
Gifted Standards:

A. Gifted students will develop research skills and methods.
B. Gifted students will develop and practice creative thinking and problem-solving strategies with a variety of complex topics within the area of study.
C. Gifted students will develop and practice critical thinking and logical problem solving skills in the pertinent academic areas.
D. Gifted students will develop advanced communication skills.
E. Gifted students will develop and understanding of self and how their unique characteristics may influence interaction with peers.
F. Gifted students will further develop advanced technology skills as a resource in communication tools across the curriculum.
Writing:

ELACC2W7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

ELACC2W8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

ELACC2W6: With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

ELACC2W2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

Reading:

ELACC2RI1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

ELACC2RI3: Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

Social Studies:

SS3CG2 The student will discuss the character of different historical figures.

SS4CG5 The student will name positive character traits of key historical figures and government leaders (honesty, patriotism, courage, trustworthiness).

SS4G1 The student will be able to locate important physical and man-made features in the United States. 

Math:

MGSE2.MD.10 Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four categories. Solve simple put-together, take-apart, and compare problems using information presented in a bar graph.

ISTE NETS-S:

Standard 1: Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology.

Standard 2: Communication and collaboration- Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.

Standard 3:  Research and information fluency- Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.

Learner Objectives: 

Students will be able to create a student friendly website, using Wordpress, to show what they have learned about their assigned state with their classmates and others outside of school.  Students will collect, analyze, and reflect on the  research about their state’s history, products and services grown, famous individuals, landforms, famous landmarks, and state’s statistics.

Students will use a variety of resources (encyclopedia, internet, books) to research and share information about their assigned state.

The “hook” or Introduction:

Using the Smartboard, the teacher will write the words United States on it.  Students will find the letters in the words “United States” to write the answers to posted clues.  For example: To rise to one’s feet stand.  After this brief warm-up, the students will watch the video on Bookflix (http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php) called The Scrambled States of America by Laurie Keller.  This video is a cartoon interaction between all fifty states and it also gives some historical and geographical facts about each one.  After the video the students will be given a pretest to see how many of the 50 states that they can recall.  This pretest will be placed inside of the students portfolios for them to refer back to at the end of the unit.  Students will then begin to share their family pictures that they brought with them to class in their cooperative groups.  During these interactions the students will describe where these pictures took place and who are displayed in the picture.
After students have shared their family photos taken from all over the fifty states then they will begin to decide which state they would like to research.  Using an index card, students will list their top three choices.  Students are encouraged to choose a state that is meaningful and relevant to them.  Once choices have been made then students will begin creating their state portfolios.  These state portfolios will contain the student’s weekly research on their state.   
Process: 

*Gifted resource students are seen one day a week for five segments.  The time frame may need to be extended or adjusted.
Lesson One: Complete the hook activity and introduction of the unit.  Students will be given a guided tour of the media center and how to locate reference materials, non-fiction books, etc.  While there they will learn about a variety of research resource materials and which are best to use along with how to complete a bibliography.  After choosing their state students will use a variety of these resource materials to complete their state quick facts.
Lesson Two:  Students will begin researching how their state began and what important events helped shape their state’s history.  The teacher will begin by modeling research information on the state of Georgia.  During this model students will be given some research about the state of Georgia and they will have to highlight the important facts.  Working in cooperative groups, the students will take these facts and put them into their own words.  Students will begin their own research and create a state quilt.  Each students quilting piece will be placed together to show how all fifty states are as one.  This task will also bring in their creativity element.  Blog Homework: When you think OR hear the word insert your state…..what words come to mind??  List at least 8-10 words that describe your wonderful state. 

Be as creative as possible and Good Luck!
Lesson Three: Students will complete their research from Lesson Two.  Once completed students will select ten significant events and create a timeline with pictures using Timetoast.  Peer collaboration: Students will create seven questions where the answer is their state.  These questions will be posted on our inquiry board, so others can learn about the other states.  For example, My state is nicknamed the The Goober State.  What state am I?  Georgia.

Lesson Four: Students will begin researching famous individuals born in their assigned state.  Students will discuss how their ideas and/or beliefs affect that state’s history.  Modeling Activity: The students will begin by reading about a famous Georgian named Jimmy Carter.  During their reading they will highlight important information about him, such as, his contributions to our state, nation, personal characteristics, etc.  After their research students will be given the option to create a historical personality using any of the materials available in our classroom or they can use blabberize.  Along with these personalities students are directed to, include in their write up, find out about the person’s main contributions to their state, personal characteristics, and other interesting facts.
Lesson Five: 
Creativity Warm-Up: Students will be given a copy of their state and they will cut it out.  Tell the students to turn their state around and take a close look at it.  What can they transform their state into?  Does it look like a sheep, couch, cane, etc?  The students will paste their state down on the butcher paper and create their picture.  Remember add details to your picture.  (Elaboration)

Students will begin to locate the types of landforms and landmarks in their state.  Also, what products, animals, and resources that thrive in your state.  Using butcher paper students will outline their state and include physical features, products, minerals, animals, landmarks, etc.  
Lesson Six: Students will begin to understand their state’s statistics by creating a State-ly Glyph.  This information will display the statistics for their assigned state.  The glyph is a pictorial display of information.  Each symbol in the picture represents information about the glyph subject.  For example, population, area, precipitation, and electoral votes.  These glyphs will be displayed in the classroom and students will study the glyphs and make comparisons between the states.
Lesson Seven thru Nine: Students will be introduced to their final projects and begin organizing their materials and determining how they would like for their webpages to look.  Students will need to keep in mind that they are creating a resource for others to use to learn more about their state.  
Product:

This unit is tentatively scheduled to take about 9 weeks to complete and it will be included in the second grade IB units Who We Are and Where We Are in Place and Time.  Students will create two culminating projects at the end of this unit.  Students will create their own mini-museum along with their vacation webpage using Wordpress.  The students completed webpage will celebrate their learning along with educating others about the wonderful things that can be found in that state.  Students will be able to use their state portfolios to help them during their oral presentations while they are discussing their mini-museums.  Students work will be displayed in the media center and classes will be able to sign up to take a tour of the fifty states of America.  These products will be assessed using a rubric.  Students will be assessed on their content, creativity, and oral presentation.  
Technology Use:
Students will use several different types of technology to complete their projects.  A variety of research websites, productivity tools to create timelines and depict research on famous people, games, online quizzes, and state tutorials.  The final project will be a class webpage created to showcase each of the fifty states.  The students will create a webpage on Wordpress to promote their learning and feature their state’s prominently for others to view.  These webpages will all be located on our class webpage and the link will be displayed on our class page on Aspen and this information will be shared with our families through our monthly newsletters.  These technologies will help support the indicators of engaged learning.  They will provide opportunities to challenge our students with higher-order thinking skills, multi-disciplinary and standards based curriculum, encourage our students to become producers of knowledge and help them educate others.  Students will also receive constant feedback through their state portfolios using rubrics and peers interactions.  By the students creating their own webpage, that others can view and learn information from, this will become both an authentic and meaningful to my students. 
References and Supporting Material:
Manilla folders for creating student state portfolios.
Rubrics and self-evaluations will be created for the final project, timelines, famous people assignments, and state statistics.
Wordpress will be used for the final project to share 

Wordpress website.  Retrieved from https://wordpress.com/website/?source=bing&campaign=hsb
Digital productivity tools such as timetoast and blabberize will be used.  Timelines will be used to share the history of the students chosen state.  Blabberize will be used to add creativity to the research on famous individuals from their states.

Timetoast website.  Retrieved from https://www.timetoast.com/
Blabberize website.  Retrieved from http://blabberize.com/
Keller, L.  (n.d.).  The Scrambled States of America.  Retrieved from     
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Research and reference sites that students will use:

Galileo Elementary website.  Retrieved from http://www.galileo.usg.edu/kids/dekalb-k12/
Kids.gov website.  Retrieved from https://kids.usa.gov/learn-about-the-states/index.shtml
50states website.  Retrieved from http://www.50states.com/bio/#.VZ73MkYYHE8
Quizzes, games, and tutorials will be used by students to learn about the other states as well as their own.

Sheppard Software website.  Retrieved from http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games.htm
Lizard Point website.  Retrieved from http://lizardpoint.com/geography/usa-quiz.php
A variety of state books will be checked out from the media center.  
Crane, C.  (2002).  P is for Peach: A Georgia Alphabet.  Ann Arbor, Michigan: Sleeping Bear Press.
What modifications have you made since you submitted your “idea” for feedback?

I received a lot of great feedback last week from my coaches.  I did make a significant change from the brochure project to having the students make a kid-friendly vacation webpage to support their knowledge about their state.  This change will increase my students authentic and meaningful response to their projects, mainly because they will be given a choice and they will be able to educate others.  I also added in the element of collaboration with their peers.  Students will be able to work together and brainstorm ideas on what important facts should be added and the layout of the webpage.  
Which indicators of Engaged Learning will be high in this lesson and Why? 

The indicators of Engaged Learning that will be present are: meaningful/authentic, standards-based, multidisciplinary, and challenging.  Students will choose a state that is important to them and create a kid friendly webpage for vacationers to use.  This is a cross-curricular thematic unit for the purpose of exploring the United States.  As students learn about their assigned state they will also practice their skills in communication, math, social studies, research and technology.  Students will be introduced to a variety of research sites and they will have to read for meaning to locate facts about their chosen state.   

Which indicators would you like to strengthen? 

By adding the student’s choice and giving them an opportunity to showcase their knowledge with the webpages.  I would still like to make sure that my students personal experiences and traditions are present in their final project.  How can I make sure that this is covered?  Should there be criteria for this or should I just notate it during my feedback?

What LoTi level do you think this lesson would be and Why? 

I think this project would earn a LoTi score of 4. Since our revision I have added the student webpages and peer collaboration to increase their meaningful/authentic outlook on this project.  Students will be able to work together and share ideas as well as educate others. 
What help would you like to receive from us?  

How can I increase the LoTi score from a 4?  What suggestions do you have?  How does this project sound to you?  Do the lessons seem to go together?
Jo Williamson, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University


